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ONE VOICE ABOVE THE OTHERS 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 
 

Acts 1:12-26 

Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went 

up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and 

Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus 

and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were 

devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of 

Jesus, and his brothers. 

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in 

all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 

Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a 

guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was 

allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of 

his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels 

gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the 

field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is 

written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 

    and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and  “‘Let another take his office.’ 

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day 

when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to 

his resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 
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called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the 

hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this 

ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 

26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with 

the eleven apostles. 

 

 

Actor Marlon Brando spoke a number of memorable movie lines. In A Streetcar 

Named Desire, Brando plays the abusive husband Stanley Kowalski. After hitting his 

wife in a drunken rage he pleads for her to take him back: “Stella! Stella!” In The 

Godfather, Brando plays mafia boss Vito Corleone, who says the words now 

associated with any mafia gangster, “I’m gonna make him an offer he can’t refuse.”  

 

But his most memorable lines came in a movie that perhaps is not all that famous 

anymore, in a scene that movie critics consider one of the greatest performances ever 

given by an actor. In the film On the Waterfront, Brando plays ex-boxer and now 

longshoreman Terry Malloy. Terry is needed to testify against a mobster. Terry’s brother 

Charley is sent to threaten him in order to keep his mouth shut. Terry and Charley take 

turns blaming each other for how things have turned out in Terry’s life. Numerous times 

in Terry’s boxing career, Charley had been sent to order Terry to throw the fight, to lose 

it intentionally, so that their boss could win a big gambling bet. Charley had not 

protected his younger brother from that kind of interference. So, Terry makes this 

tender and poignant statement about how his boxing career was actually ruined by 

Charley, his own brother.  “You don’t understand. I coulda had class. I coulda been a 

contender. I could’ve been somebody. Instead of a bum, which is what I am. Let’s 

face it.” 

 

What could have been?  This is a thought that comes to mind when a door in life 

closes. It’s a way of looking back. Of looking back upon the path one has taken and 

sadly wondering how differently things might have turned out if your loved one had 

not died, or if you had taken that other job offer, or if you had married your high 

school sweetheart, or if certain circumstances had just been slightly different. What 

could have been?  
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Oh, we know it’s not helpful or constructive to have such thoughts. There’s work to do. 

Who has time to meditate on the past, to wallow in feelings of regret and self-pity and 

grief and guilt? Peter himself may have spent some days in self-pity and regret and 

guilt after he denied Jesus three times. But in those ten days between Jesus’ Ascension 

and Pentecost, Peter tried to lead the disciples forward. They would soon have much 

work to do. So, Peter tried to move his fellow disciples forward. He announced that 

they needed to choose one from among them to take Judas’ seat at the table with 

the Twelve. One who had been with them from the beginning from the baptism of 

John until the day when He was taken up from them. Peter quoted from David’s 

Psalms to remind his fellow disciples that Judas’ betrayal of Jesus had been foretold. 

These were most likely Scripture passages that Jesus Himself had taught them after His 

resurrection. This was a very rational discussion Peter was leading them in. “The 

Scriptures had to be fulfilled,” Peter said, “concerning Judas.”  

 

It was a very rational discussion. But feelings of regret and self-pity and grief and guilt 

are not necessarily all about being rational. People simply feel what they feel.  It’s hard 

to imagine the disciples now sitting in that same upper room where they had gathered 

for the last supper, with Judas sitting right next to them, it’s hard to imagine that the 

disciples could just sit there now and not have sad feelings about what could have 

been. They had spent three momentous years with Judas. They had witnessed Jesus’ 

miracles together. Twenty-four hours a day for three years they had been together, 

working, learning, witnessing, and eating together. When they had paired up as Jesus 

sent them out two-by-two, one of them had been paired up with Judas. They had 

been a band of brothers. That made Judas’ betrayal that much more painful to them. 

Nor did they have the chance to ask Judas why, to confront him, or to be reconciled 

to him. Their feelings about Judas were made all the more complicated by the 

feelings of guilt they had regarding their own shameful behavior on the night of Jesus’ 

arrest. It was very possible that even while Peter was trying to lead them forward, they 

were still entertaining thoughts about what could have been. While they heard Peter’s 

voice say that according to prophecy they now had to choose one from among 

them to take Judas’ seat, what voices inside them were wondering about what could 

have been?  
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What does the voice inside you tell you on certain anniversaries? What does the voice 

inside you say when certain events trigger old and painful memories? What does the 

voice inside you say, amid feelings of guilt and regret and grief, about what could 

have been? 

 

Yet, in that upper room one voice rose above the others. And I don’t mean Peter’s. 

Read with me again the words of our text, verses 12 and 13.  

 

“Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath’s day journey away. And when they had entered, they went up 

to the upper room…”  

 

This was the last place where they all had been together with every one of them in his 

appropriate seat, including Judas. But it was also the place where Jesus had washed 

their feet and spoken to them about loving one another. This was the room where 

Jesus had broken for them the bread and offered them the cup of His body and 

blood. This was the room where Jesus had prayed for them the prayer we read earlier 

in today’s Gospel reading. This room practically echoed with the voice of their risen 

Savior, with the voice of resurrection hope and forgiveness, the same voice that at the 

cross above all the mocking voices had said, “Father, forgive them for they know not 

what they do.”  

 

Did that include Judas? This was the voice of resurrection hope and forgiveness that 

was now enabling them to forgive and move on. To join Peter in believing that what 

had happened with Judas was the fulfillment of prophecy. This enabled them to put 

Judas’ role in Jesus’ death into perspective, not to excuse Judas but also not to 

demonize him. To see Judas as human as themselves, so they could forgive him and 

move on. The voice above all the others, the voice of Jesus echoing in that room and 

in their hearts, the voice of resurrection hope and forgiveness was enabling them to 

both grieve and move on, to not get stuck in what could have been and instead to 

move forward.  
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This sanctuary is our own upper room. These past weeks, we too have been with Jesus 

since the beginning of His ministry. Since January of this year, we have accompanied 

Jesus from His Baptism at the Jordan to His miracles, to His suffering, and to His 

crucifixion. We rejoiced on Easter Sunday, and we have continued to sing our alleluias 

throughout this Easter season. It has been here in this our upper room that we have 

received His body and blood at His table. It has been here that through His Word He 

has promised us our own resurrection. It is His voice we hear in this our upper room. It’s 

His Words we hear in this place. It is here that our “could have beens” are addressed 

by the voice that rises above all others, whose resurrection enables us to grieve with 

hope, whose promises of His continued presence and Holy Spirit give us strength to 

move on, to not get stuck in dwelling on what could have been, and instead to move 

forward, to look forward to what yet can be.  

 

Amen 

 


